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Front Cover:
» St Theodora Tower which is in Xewkija Gozo where the oldest
sundial is found.

» The 25¢ (E0.58) stamp is one of a set of four stamps featuring
Maltese clocks which depicts the old Xewkija sundial. It was
issued on 5Sth October 1995 and designed by Mr Frank
Ancilleri.



CIRCULAR TO ALL GPS MEMBERS

The 8th GPS Philatelic Exhibition
is going to be held at the Ministry Exhibition Halls
9th - 18th November 2007.
the sections will be:

«  Junior (Not yet 17 by 31.12.07)
(each exhibitor will receive a philatelic memento)

- Traditional Philately “Work & Society”
» Social Philately
- Postal History

Jury will award section competition prizes:
trophies and vouchers.

All exhibitors receive Certificates.
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This issue of our Newsletter includes a copy of the Regulations for the
8th GPS Philatelic Exhibition together with the relative Application
Form. The Committee hopes ever more members will decide to fill it
in (and return it by the closing date). Remember that Juniors and
Non-Competitors are in fact free in the theme they can choose (and
are not charged any fee).

Even if you decide not to exhibit, during its ten davs you are heartily
invited to visit it (more than once!) and to encourage others.




G0Z0 PHILATELIC SOCIETY X
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM ’

Member No. ........

i Fo T4 - O O OOTP crean

AAress ..o ey et e e s n e

.................................... Post Code............... |

TeINO. coveeeeeeeeeennnn IDCard NO .....covvireeeeenins

1 enclose annual membership fee for Lm2. (E4.66) '
Signature Date

Being under 16, | enclose Lm1 (E2.33) for Junior
membership. (Date of Birth.....ccxeeeuana)

..........................................................

Signature Date
introduced by..........cccooerrvurriennn... Member No .........

| acknowledge receipt of membership application from

-------------------------------------------------------------- PRseversrersenro s

with relative fee of ............

An official receipt and membership card will be issued
later. :
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GPS DIARY (29)

Antoine Vassallo (Secretary)

17" 20™ May 2007: GPS participates in the Gozo NGOs
Association stand at the Fiera tal-Volontarjat on the
Naxxar Trade Fair Grounds. (left out from Diary 28)

15" June 2007: Committee Meeting decides on November
Exhibition regulations. (copy enclosed)

24" June 2007: Monthly Members’ Meeting at Victoria
Scouts HQ.

11™ July 2007:  Anthony Grech prepares cover for Toys set.

6" July 2007:  Anton Said and Anthony Grech begin taking
two stamp collecting sessions on Fridays at the Don
Bosco Oratory Summer Club.

29" July 2007: Monthly Members’ Meeting at Victoria
Scouts HQ.

17" August 2007: Committee Meeting discusses the launch
of our website.

26™ August 2007: Monthly Members’ Meeting at Victoria
Scouts HQ.

Errata: the article “What stamps to buy and where to buy
them from” issued in Newsletter No 28 on page 22 was

written by Emanuel Vella and not George Vella.
-
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Postal Arrangements on Gozo in 1888
) (Michael Refalo)
(Continued from previous number)

IV

The problem of letterboxes cropped up again some years later
when the ‘enlightening effect’ of schoolmasters and mistresses
was supposed to have alleviated the problem of illiteracy. In
1904 a petition by the inhabitants of Zebbug had asked for a
letterbox in their village. But the opportunity had been lost
immediately after the 1888 report. No letterbox was placed in
that village, certainly up to 1909 when the mistress in charge
of the girls’ school in the village had complained to the
Department of Public Instruction that the 1904 petition had
been refused “on account of insufficiency of correspondence.”
Now, however, the schoolmistress objected, correspondence
had increased, and “should a letter box not be granted it is
very hard for me, who am residing here ... to walk to Victoria
& back in order to post official correspondence. Shall I be
paid travelling expenses in that case, please?” ™

The headmistress pursued the matter further. On the 1%
October she entered a note in the School Log Book copying an
extract from a letter which she received about the matter and
where she was informed that the Postmaster was being asked
whether he “would arrange, as a special case, for the postman
to call and see if you have letters to post.”” That note also
ironically stated, “No, travelling expenses shall be paid.”™"

Apart from the case of the Zebbug letterbox, Ferdinando
Inglott’s 1888 report provides interesting insights into the
postal intricacies, but more importantly into Gozitan society in
the late nineteenth century.




GOZO PHILATELIC S

Not only are the Gozitan villages, or at least the smaller of
them, revealed as rural enclaves where the population was
mostly illiterate, but even Victoria, the main town of the
island, with its notary who looks after postal business, but
closes at eleven in the morning for his afternoon nap, is
portrayed as a quiet place where business (postal business but
by extension also other business) was slow and life leisurely.
The possibility of increase in business was, however, also
envisaged. Most of all, however, it showed that the Postmaster
was not only interested in the welfare of his employees but he
was also concerned with the image which his department
projected. Being an anglophile, Inglott wanted the post office
to speak English; the fact that its clients were few and that
business in general was slow was immaterial. '

The report also highlights the importance of a garrison for the
island. Whereas soldiers and sailors were a fact of life on the
larger island, their presence on Gozo was occasional and
sporadic. Business in general, and wine shops in particular,
looked forward to the occasional stationing of soldiers at Fort
Chambray. Indeed, a correspondent writing in 1885 was full
of praise for the “charming little Island” whose “only fault ...
is its dullness.” He praised the initiative of the Governor for
stationing, albeit temporarily, the Dorset Regiment there and
said that “the people are full of gratitude” for the initiative.™"
Again in 1910, “owing to the impoverished state of Gozo, His
Excellency the Governor and Commander-in-Chief has given
orders for the 2" Batt. P.A. Somersetshire Light Infantry to be
stationed on the Sister Island for several months.”"

Life in Gozo remained a backwater with limited commercial
opportunities until well into the twentieth century. The more
enterprising of Gozitans sought expansion of their business
ventures by transferring their activities to Malta. The limited
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postal activities and the potential revealed by Inglott were but
a reflection of life on the island.
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‘Cospicua, Senglea and Vittoriosa (collectively known as Cottonera. or The
Three Cities, were, after Valletta the most populous centres of the Maitese
Islands. Like Valletta, these port towns hosted a great number of sailors
and soldiers.

N[ational] Afrchives of] Mlalta] CSGO01/1888/053 dated 29" September
1888

WH. Frendo. Party Politics in a Fortress Colony: The Maltese Experience
(Malta, 1991) 35

"Rob. Mifsud Bonnici. Dizzjunarju Bijo-Bibljografiku Nazzjonali (Malta,
1960), 289

“Quoted in G.A. Pirotta, The Maltese Public Service 1800-1940: The
Administrative Politics of a Micro-State (Msida, 1996) 264

viibid 275

-Annual Report on the Postal Department of Malta. 1890° N.AM.
CSG01/5046/1890

“ibid 82

%2 from Zebbug. Kercem and Sannat which formed part of the Victoria
District and 6 from Ghainsielem and Migiarro which formed part of the
Migiarro District.

*In his ‘Postal Arrangement in the Island of Gozo — 1887 (Unpublished.
handwritten document at Gozo Library), Inglott had said that the postal
districts of Gozo were two: the Victoria District comprising Victoria itself,
Zebbug, Kercem, Garb and Sannat: and the Mgar [sic] District comprising
Fort Chambray, Nadur, Kala, Xagra [sic], Xeuchia and the island of
Comino.

“N.AM. CSGO01/1890/5046, 101-2

“"Research has, so far, failed to uncover who this notary was and the
location of his office. In 1887 there were eight notaries practising on the
island (vide Malta Government Gazette, No.17862; 6.1.2006 for list of
Notaries). The Civil Establishment list published in the yearly Blue Book
for the years 1885-7 merely record that a total remuneration of £13 was
paid annually to “two detached Post Officers™ without mentioning their
name (vide e.g. Blue Books 1885, H26: 1886, H32 and 1887, B32).

M'F, Inglott, “Postal Arrangements in the Island of Gozo, 1887 (bound
handwritten report with attachments at the Gozo Reference Library). This
document is a duplicate of NAM CSGO1/18875132/

*“Anthony Grech, “Promoting Gozo Through Philately” Gozo Philatelic
Society Newsletter No. 24 (2:2006); 12-13& 19, says that the first Post
Office in Migiarro had been opened on 1 December 1885 and was located
in Victory Street.
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“According to a note in pencil in the margin of the report. Mr. Calderone
was the keeper of the Gozo prison. Indeed. he is listed as such in the Civil
Establishment List of 1887 (Blue Book 1887, H56)

™'To which, one of the bureaucrats examining the report had pencilled a
query as to whether the “educational attainments of that officer were
superior to those of the individual who is now performing the duties in the
nook.”

“Henry Calderone was still performing postal duties in December 1892 as
a letter signed by him and attached to the bound copy of the “Postal
Arrangements in the Island of Gozo, 1887 at the Gozo Public Library
attests.

Wiilt did in fact go ahead: the Civil Establishment List (Blue Books 1888.
H56) mentions Enrico (Henry) Calderone (who had entered into
government service on 4" May 1872) as “Prison. Gozo Keeper” with an
annual pay of £30 and an additional £10 per annum “for clerical duties in
the Police Office™.

“*Minute by Trapani dated 7.12.1888;: and minute dated 22.12.1888 both
attached to the report.

*Minute of the 27.12.1888

X‘Ai}Jlely-l-lutchinson had placed a pencilled question mark against the word.
“iN[ational]Alarchives of] Glozo] S$S.33.14 Log Book Zebbug Girls’
School 28.05.1903 - 02.12.1914

“i0n 14 October. the schoolmistress also entered into the Log Book a
copy of a letter which was sent by the education authorities to the Postmas-
ter and which stated: Dear Major Engerer, I desire to enlist your kind assis-
tance on behalf of the Mistress of Zebbug (Gozo) School. 2. There is no
letterbox at that village and the postman only calls when he has letters to
deliver. When the mistress has official letters to post, she must either
travel down to Victoria and up again - obviously a great hardship or en-
trust them to casual villagers. 3. | suggested the Mistress should ask the
Postmaster at Victoria that, as a special case, the postman might call for
letters for the post, but the Postmaster is evidently unable to assist her
unless authorized. 4. Authority is therefore kindly solicited to sanction the
above or some other suitable arrangement.

“WMalta Times and United Services Gazette 10.10.1885
“The Dailv Malta Chronicle, 2.3.1910
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POST HASTE (3)

continuing an irregular series about
the interesting story of the Post
(Antoine Vassallo)
Towards a French Postal Service

In the latter part of the fifteenth century, the diversion created
by the Wars of the Roses in England (which had dominated
France for a long time) helped Louis XI bring under his
control many provinces, dukedoms and baronies whose fluid
allegiances had prevented the formation of a united nation.
This nucleus slowly strengthened the sense of national identity
until Henry of Navarre definitely welded the parts into a single
country in 1589. Although Richelieu and Mazarin succeeded
in converting it into the strongest nation in Europe, civil wars
(and others with neighbours) still continued to take place.

The first mail service was actually set up in 1464 - for the king
and court only. In 1490 Thurn & Taxis established
international couriers. As postal services developed, a novelty
took place: a tax was introduced in 1576 for government
letters but not directly for the court. This was expanded to the
general public in 1603 (with Fouquet de Varennes as director).
Royal letters patent in 1628 (initiated by Pierre d’Almeras)
established the first public postal tariff (originally 2 or 3 sous
according to destination). In 1644 rates for overseas
destinations were approved too. After tariffs became in direct
proportion to distance, in 1673 rates were revised to allow for
the use of an envelope - previously just folded sheets were
sent.

Letters were originally endorsed in manuscript but, from the
start of the eighteenth century, the larger offices began using
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straight-line marks such as Port Paye (= prepaid). By the end
of the century, the postal network was extended to all over
France, relationships with neighbouring countries were
strengthened and French mail had access into the Thurn &
Taxis imperial service.

The postal service was severely disrupted in the period from
the 1789 Revolution. From 1800 changes began being
introduced which also took into consideration the absorption
of occupied territories during the Napoleonic Wars and the
creation of satellite regimes. All departements were given
numbers, included in the postmarks which began being dated.
The Congress of Vienna reduced France to its original
frontiers; the currency was reformed and the postal service
consolidated. Stamps were finally issued in 1849.

with acknowledgements to Rossiter & Flower's Stamp Atlas

Parisian post-box ¢ 1818
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Where in the World ?! (20)

(Antoine Vassallo)
Stamp Issuers Past and Present

GIBRALTAR: British territory at the southern tip of Spain
with issues from 1886.

GIFU: Separate stamps for this Japanese prefecture were
issued from 1990.

Gilbert & Ellice Islands:  British  Pacific colony with
stamps from 1911; separated in 1975; now Kiribati and

Tuvalu.

Gilbert Islands: British Pacific colony with stamps from
1976; became independent as Kiribati in 1979.

Glauchau: local German issue 1945.

Gold Coast: British colony in West Africa with issues from
1875 until renamed Ghana in 1957.

Golfo de Guinea = Spanish Guinea
Gora = Montenegro.
Gorlitz:  local German issue 1945.

Gorny Slask = Upper Silesia 1920-2.

Graham Land: own issues 1944-6 when one of the Falkland
Islands Dependencies; now part of the British Antarctic
Territory.
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Granada Confederation: issues from 1859; now
Colombia.

Grande Comore = Great Comoro.
Grand-Liban = Lebanon under Mandate with stamps 1924-7.

GREAT BRITAIN: (British Isles) which now includes
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales (all four
also with additional individual issues) and other islands
(including Guernsey, Isle of Man and Jersey with
separate postal administrations) - first stamps in 1840
(some of which were also used overseas in colonies etc)

Great Comoro: Indian Ocean island with own stamps 1897-
1912; now part of Comoros.

Greater Lebanon: French Middle East Mandate with
stamps (Grand Liban) from 1924 until 1926 when
became Lebanese Republic.

GREECE (Hellas): Southern European state with stamps
from 1861.

Greek Administration of Eastern Thrace: 1920; now part
of Turkey.
(to be continued)

Bold italic = Inscriptions;

BOLD CAPITALS = Current Issuers;

Bold = Former Issuers.

(Since it is obviously impossible to be completely exhaustive,
you are encouraged to bring any gaps to my notice!)
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PROMOTING GOZO THROUGH PHILATELY
(Anton F Attard)

The Sundials of Gozo

The practice of showing time by means of the sun goes
back to thousands of years ago as attested by one of the
inscriptions on the cenotaph of the Egyptian Pharaoh Seti |
(ca 1300 B.C.). Later on, in the second century A.D., Ptolemy
developed the mathematical theory of the sundial in his work
On the analemma.

Although clock making in the Maltese Islands goes
back to the first half of the twelfth century, yet it is not known
when the telling of time by means of a sundial was first
introduced in Malta and Gozo. Gozo
happens to possess the oldest extant
sundial in the Maltese Archipelago. and
most probably the newest one as well.
The oldest sundial in Malta and Gozo
can be seen at Xewkija adorning the wall
facing south of St. Theodora’s Tower
situated in a lane bearing the same name.
This sundial is a vertical one having the
hour converging lines engraved with the
caption or motto ENCHOR (Latin for

‘Behold  the
Time’) and the date 10™ April 1546.
Unfortunately it is damaged and the
gnomon or shadow marker is
missing. It has been replaced by an
old rusty nail but it is out of
alignment. Its elegant dial is
rectangular in shape and has the
following dimensions: 0.43m x
0.35m. It still exhibits thirteen well
defined equally spaced lines
radiating from its centre. The
slanting hnes mark each of the six hours St Theodora Tower




















































